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“Things You Should Know As You Go Against the Flow”

1. Be prepared for the suffering

2. Keep your eyes on your Savior

It’s a hot summer day and you are going rafting with a very large group of friends and coworkers down a nice cold river.  You’re having a great time cooling off and socializing when you notice people standing along the shore yelling at you.  You can’t quite understand them because they are too far away and the sound of the water is too loud.  

You don’t want to leave the flotilla, so you keep on going.  Then the people on shore continue to follow you and now they have lassos!  They begin to throw out the ropes and one happens to land over your shoulder and you are abruptly yanked out of your raft and into the water.  Now, the peaceful ride on the steady current has become a cold plunge and the water begins to shoot up your nose and into your eyes as you are dragged against the flow.  Your friends and coworkers on the raft are shouting at you and bumping into you with their rafts.  They hold out their hands and you try to grab them, but the rope is pulling steadily and you can’t get a grip.  

After what seemed an eternity, the people on the other end of the rope finally pull you to shore and give you a large embrace.  They tell you that there is a 500 ft. waterfall coming up and if they hadn’t rescued you, you were going to die.  You get in the car with them and they drive you two miles down river and you see the waterfall.  It’s real and you were never happier that they pulled you off of that raft to safety—despite the fact that it was not a fun journey against the current to the safety of the shore.

That is just one of the images that the apostle Peter paints with his Spirit-inspired words to his fellow Christians.  Being a Christian is not a bed of roses.  It involves real suffering.  It can be downright unpleasant.  And so he reminds them of the things they should know as they go against the flow.  This morning we will look at each individual verse to see the vivid images.
1Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, 

If you have ever seen video of an actual river rescue, you know how dangerous it is for someone—even properly equipped—to go into the water to rescue someone else.  Rescuers are always exhausted when they are done with a rescue.  They come up out of the water and drop down in a heap on the shore.  It is always physically demanding.  And sometimes, it costs a rescuer his life.  Jesus knew what he was doing when he took on human flesh, when he entered into the torrent flow of this sinful world which is bent on destruction.  He knew that there would be opposing current and rage. But he knew the end goal was the salvation of mankind.  

In the verses before our section of Scripture this morning, Peter talks about a victorious Christ.  He talks about the waters of Baptism that connect us to Christ.  He reminds them of the fact that even though Jesus gave up his own life to rescue the world, he took up his life again in his resurrection.  He  reminds his readers that Jesus is victorious over death and after his suffering in this life, he is no longer suffering, but instead ruling over all things—even over the most powerful angels.  

At the end of this first verse he writes, because he who has suffered in his body is done with sin.  Who is he talking about?  Is he talking about Christ?  Christ certainly suffered in his body.  He took on our sins and suffered the punishment for them and now he is certainly done with sin.  But baptism connects the Christian to Christ and so what can be said about Jesus can be said about us.  So we too, by virtue of our baptism have suffered in our body and are done with sin.

Peter reminds those early Christians that in their baptisms, the focus of their lives had been changed.  He writes in verse two, 2As a result, he does not live the rest of his earthly life for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God.  There was a new spirit in them that didn’t desire what the rest of the world desires, but instead desired what God wanted.  And that means that the suffering they are undergoing is natural because they are going against the flow of this sinful world. 
He continues in verse three, 3For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do—living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. 
All of the words that are used here to explain what the unbelieving world does have one common thread.  It is the idea of “uncontrolled.”  It is the picture of an addict.  And addict does destructive things because they feel good.  He craves them, he wants them, and soon he can’t get enough of them.  It is living life with the accelerator floor and no brakes.  It is the perfect description of the world of the early Christians and it is the perfect description of our present world now.  

Find out what makes you the happiest and then just go for it until you’ve had enough.  Pursue what makes you happy and when you can’t catch it, go after it faster with more passion.  And end up completely empty.

And we all know exactly what it feels like to go with the flow of this world.  It begins with the obsession with popularity, which shows itself in the way kids dress, the music that they listen to, the filthy vocabulary that comes from teen lips.  It continues with the drunken rowdy lusty pub crawls of the early twenties then continues with the obsession with career and money and material possessions of adult life.  Mid-life crisis shows discontentment with a failed attempt at pursuing happiness.  And then begins the frantic worry that comes as the end of this life approaches and you don’t want to get off the ride.  It is a quickly flowing stream. 
Our text says 4They think it strange that you do not plunge with them into the same flood of dissipation, and they heap abuse on you.  I don’t know if we ever use the word “dissipation” in our vocabulary.  It simply means wasteful living.  The course of this life is a waste.  All those things we pursue are a waste because in the end they end up plunging into deadly destruction.  

It is guaranteed that when we stop running the mad race of this world, people will heap abuse on you.  We know this from experience and it still hold true today.  Is this not the reaction of your closest friends when they find out that you’re not the fun party guy that you used to be?  It always leads to anger because if a group is doing something idiotic, the individuals feel less guilty because they have company.  If everyone else is doing it, then I’m not so bad in doing it myself.  But if someone stops and says, “No more for me, thanks!  In fact this course is destructive” then we get angry because it exposes what we already know—that we’re going the wrong way.
When Christ pulls you off the boat and into the water, and the world rises up in opposition, it becomes not so much fun.  It was really not fun for the early Christians.  They could lose everything that they had by being a Christian—even their life.  They would stand and be judged by men in courtrooms and synagogues who would judge them worthy of death and they would die horrible, horrible deaths.  

And that’s exactly what Peter is talking about in verse six.  It is one of the most difficult passages in Scripture to understand, but in context the meaning becomes simple.  6For this is the reason the gospel was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they might be judged according to men in regard to the body, but live according to God in regard to the spirit. 

These Christians knew friends and family who had been judged by men as being worthy of physical death.  And they had seen those people die.  But that was not a victory for the sinful world.  Because the gospel had been preached to their dead friends and family, those people were spiritually alive and their earthly death sentence would only be temporary.  They too, like Christ would have a resurrection—a victory over death.  Just like Paul they could say, 21For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
And for this sinful world there is the reality that the course they run will end in destruction.  There is a plunge at the end of their ride that will end in eternal torment.  That’s why Peter said in verse five, 5But they will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.

Our concluding section of our text this morning begins with these words,  7The end of all things is near. 

When we see “the end of all things is near” we think of someone holding up a cardboard sign saying “The End is Near!”  But the words are deeper than that.  They really say, “the end-goal of all things is right there.”  The idea of near is the picture of the Gemini 6 & 7 missions.  Gemini 6 launched before Gemini 7 and was floating in orbit.  Then Gemini 7 was launched and the Gemini 6 astronauts watched as that second capsule approached and drew near until the two were floating feet away from each other.  The end goal of their mission was near.  They could see the other astronauts waving through the window.  All that was left was to dock.  

Since the death and resurrection of Jesus, the end is right here waiting.  God has sent his Son to accomplish the salvation of mankind.  His Son has returned to his Father’s side victorious.  And now there is only one thing left.  We float side by side with Judgment Day every day.  It could be any moment.  And when Christ finally comes, everything is complete.  That is the moment when we are finally pulled up out of the suffering and onto the shore, eternally grateful to have finished the fight.  
But in the mean time you will go against the flow and you will be tempted to be distracted.  Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. Coast Guard rescuers often struggle with the people they are trying to save.  The intense suffering of the situation makes them go crazy and they fight against their rescuers.  They aren’t thinking straight.

As you go against the flow never be surprised when the current of the world is against you and it becomes uncomfortable.  Remember the end goal.  Remember the safety of the shore is waiting.  Keep your eyes on your Savior.  Call out to him in prayer and be reassured by him in his Word, as you have been this morning.  

The last verse of our texts again points us back to our Savior  8Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.  
Jesus’ selfless love covered over the greatest multitude of sins—it covered over every single sin that would ever be committed.  And the suffering that he had to undergo was intense.  But he willingly underwent the suffering so that he could rescue us.  
This journey to shore again the flow takes its toll on all of us.  But instead of turning on each other and fighting each other, we instead remember that we are all in this together.  We remember what Jesus sacrificed for us and we show that same selfless love to those who wrong us and even those who hate us. 
Keep your eyes focused on your Savior this week.  Remember what he has done for you.  Remember the world’s destruction was going to be your destruction. Remember your baptism that saved you from destruction.  Remember his victory is your victory.  And that will get you through the suffering that is waiting as we are pulled toward heaven.  
AMEN.

